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EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE

1. Tie one end of a string to a chair, doorknob, or
other support.

. Put the other end of the string through a straw.
Then pull the string tight, and tie it to another
support in the room.

. Blow up the balloon, and pinch the end of the

balloon to keep the air inside. Do not tie the
balloon.

Tape the balloon to the straw so that the opening
of the balloon is horizontal with the ground.

You may need two students for this: one to keep
the air pinched inside the balloon and the other to
tape the balloon to the straw.

5. Have one student pull the balloon all the way
back to the end of the string (the starting line),
so the balloon opening is against one support.
That student should hold the balloon opening
closed. Have another student use the marker to

draw a finish line near the other end of the string.

. Let go of the balloon and watch it move along
the string!

. Then, have students test different methods to
transport “cargo” across the string to the finish
line.
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ANALYZE & CONCLUDE

1. Once you have the balloon set, what happens when you let £o of it? What causes this to happen?

2. What do you think will make the balloon move faster?

3. What happens when you add cargo to the balloon rocket?

4.Ts your hypothesis valid? Why or why not? If not, what would be your next steps?





